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The (±ief of security for 
Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. In Houston has iidmitted 
he was aware of illegal police 
wiretapping but deliberately 
did nothing about it, Hous- 
ton’s police chief is expected 
to tell a congressional hearing 
today. • 

In a draft of his statement 
before the House Judiciary 
Committee’s administration of 
justice subcommittee, Chief 
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Carroll M. Lynn said he ob- 
tained the admission from the 
security chief, Jerry L. 
Slaughter, in a conversation 
the police chief aecretly tape- 
recorded. ' 

''Although he (Slaughter) 
personally denied ^ving ille- 
gal wiretap information to law 
enforcement officers, he. ad- 
mitted to me that he was 
aware that it was being done 
and that it was his policy to 
look the other way,” Lynn’s 
statement says. 

Responding to a request for 


comment, a spokesman for 
Southwestern Bell, a subsidi- 
ary of American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., quoted Slaugh- 
ter as ^ saying, yesterday, 
"That’s not true. It’s a lie. I 
never told Chief Lynn that I 
knew of any illegal wiretaps.” 
Today's hearing of the sub- 
committee, headed by Rep. 
Robert W. Kastenmeier (D- 
Wis.), is also expected to hear 
testimony from Anthony J. P. 
Farris, former U.S. attorney in 
Houston. V \ 


Farris is expected to de- 
scribe difficultures he has said 
he experienced when asking 
the FBI to investigate allega- 
tions that FBI and Drug En- 
forcement Administration 
agents participated with tele- 
phone company officials in the 
illegal police wiretapping 

Although police in most 
states can wiretap lawfully 
with a court order, any form 
of wiretapping is illegal in 
Texas because the state has no 
state enabling legislation. 

A federal grand jury in 
Houston is investigating the Il- 
legal police activities and pos- 
sible complicity by the tele- 
phone company and federal 
agents. 

■ Over the years, AT&T has 
consistently denied that it aids 
or engages in any form of ille- 
gal wiretapping. If an illegal 
wiretap is discovered by com- 
pany employees, the giant util- 
ity has said, it is reported to 
the FBI. 


According to a House judici- , 
ary subcommittee staff sum- 
mary of an Jntervlew with 
Chief Lynn last month, L3mn 
said that Slaughter, a former 
FBI agent, said he had been 
told by Houston police that 
telephone company employees 
provided the department with 
wiretap assistance. 


